
 

Jean Petit passed away on March 4, 2015 

 

Jean PETIT was graduated as an ENSMA Engineer in 1966. After a PhD in physics, he became a 

research fellow in ENSMA in 1967, joined the CNRS in 1976 and was promoted as Research Director in 

1985. Jean Petit was Emeritus Research Director since 6 years in the Department of Materials Physics 

and Mechanics Institute PPRIME, formerly LMPM laboratory that he headed from 1992 to 1997. His 

commitment and diligence together with his desire to stand out and succeed contributed to the 

international recognition of his achievements. He has more specifically worked on fatigue crack 

propagation in metals, with a special emphasis on the effects of surrounding environment on the crack 

growth kinetics. The so-called "intrinsic" propagation curves, i.e. propagation in inert environment while 

taking into account crack closure effects, now constitute a reference in the fatigue community worldwide 

and the “4th power law” of the stage II intrinsic regime will remain associated with the memory of Jean 

PETIT and his coworkers. He organized several international and national conferences, including 

ECF11 (1996) as the chairman and the upcoming ICF12 (2018) as the honorary chairman. He received 

the Wohler Medal from the European Structural Integrity Society (ESIS) in September 1994, and the 

Ugine-René Castro Award from the French Society of Metallurgy and Materials in October 2005. 

All along his career, Jean PETIT has trained many PhD students for whom this training became a 

stepping stone to diverse careers in research, education and R&D activities in industry. All those who 

had the chance to work with him appreciate his open-minded and realistic personality and know that he 

was always available to exchange with researchers, colleagues, and PhD students.  

As evidenced by all the friendship testimonies that we receive from France and from all abroad, Jean 

PETIT outstands because of his remarkable personality and his departure is a great sadness for all of 

us. He will be remembered by us all as a well-rounded scholar who made an effort in boarding the 

horizon of our imagination by his invaluable reflections and precious scientific contributions. 

 

 


