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The 15 presentations given were focused on the integrity of axles, wheels, and
rails as well as on NDI issues. All presenters were invited to submit their papers
for publication of a special issue of (QJLQHHULQJ�)UDFWXUH�0HFKDQLFV��10
manuscripts have already been received and sent to two reviewers each. Those
authors who have not yet turned in their papers are kindly asked to do so.

The workshop was amended by a panel discussion, where the following items
were raised:

1. Rails: Only one-way traffic seems to be considered, what is  the effect of
traffic in both directions? ( single track lines )

2. We have seen a number of highly  sophisticated models. Can we take the
best  features of every model to design something like a comprehensive
“consensus model”?

3. Failure of wheels, rails and axles represent  “class 1” events, i.e. events
leading to possible serious consequences. Safety issues such as signalling
are being harmonised within Europe to enhance Europe-wide freight and
high speed passenger traffic. In this context it is vital to include structural
integrity as some serious accidents demonstrate. This should be done
under the umbrella of UIC.

4. International trade requires international standards. The railway industry
would greatly benefit from internationally standardised codes for
structural integrity. This could again be done under the auspices of the
UIC.

Does this make any sense?
If the answer is yes, who takes the initiative?



'HFLVLRQV�WDNHQ
1. A brief common paper for end users in order to make the topic more

popular on each of the following topics should be prepared.
- Axles, responsible person: S. Beretta,
- Wheels, responsible person : M. Gugliano,
- Rails, responsible person : L. Josefson.
These papers are supposed to describe in a popular manner what
exists, what is recommended for use, what is still needed, what should
be done in the future. They should refer to our workshop and be
submitted to an international railway journal and /or translated into
national languages to make people aware of what is going on.
+DV�DQ\WKLQJ�EHHQ�GRQH�VR�IDU"

2. We decided to meet again in autumn, again in Geesthacht.
Proposed dates:
6-7, 20-22 October, 10-14, 25-28 November, 1-5 December.
Please let us know your preferred data so that we can plan the next
meeting. And also let us know of any plans for a presentation.
3. It was suggested to found an ESIS committee on railway problems.

1HZ�GHYHORSPHQWV�
1. The ESIS Council decided to establish 7HFKQLFDO�&RPPLWWHH����RQ

,QWHJULW\�RI�5DLOZD\�6WUXFWXUHV (exact name to be determined by us).
Initial   coordinator: K.-H. Schwalbe.

2. It is planned to set up a satellite conference of ICF 11 in March 2005 on
6WUXFWXUDO�,QWHJULW\�LQ�7UDQVSRUWDWLRQ�,QGXVWULHV��We will, of course,
have a session on railway items, so please prepare for active
participation. Although ICF 11 will take place in Turin, the satellite
conference will be convened in Rome.

3. There are some discussions about a possible EU project on railways.
Are you interested and do you have concrete items that fit into the new
EU Work Programme?

Finally I have to apologize for this late communication, however, things do not
always work to your liking.

Uwe Zerbst and I look forward to seeing you again next autumn.

Very best wishes

Karl-Heinz Schwalbe.

Note added on 07 October 2003: The next meeting will be the kick-off  meeting
of TC 24 and is scheduled for 27/28 November 2003 at GKSS.


